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The context 
ESAFORM is a non-profit scientific association founded in January 1997 to promote and 

disseminate research activities, networking, and outputs within the broad area of Material 

Forming. Since its creation, one of the major achievements of the ESAFORM is its annual 

International Conference on Material Forming. Within the large (constantly evolving) number 

of initiatives promoted by the ESAFORM, stands the Best Communication Award (BCA), created 

by the Association Board of Directors in 2020. This award aims to promote high-level research 

activities and outcomes from young researchers, engaged in PhD programs across the world, 

as well as their skills and competences in communicating and disseminating their scientific 

achievements. By doing so, this future generation of researchers (and ESAFORM members) can 

obtain a boost in their European / International recognition. 

The eligibility criteria 
Each person presenting a paper at the ESAFORM International Conference, who has not 

received a PhD by the time of the Conference, is eligible. The format and length of the paper must 

strictly follow the rules set by the Conference Organisers. 

The selection process 
1. Each BCA contribution is reviewed by a Jury, who select a short list of 8 applications 

2. Each pre-selected candidate sends a video of her/his presentation, before the Conference 

3. The Jury selects 3 winners (Gold / Silver / Bronze), based on a rating system considering: 
• The innovative character of the research work 
• The overall quality of the research paper 
• The quality of an original graphical abstract, summarising the research work 
• The quality of the video presentation 

The rewards 
The BCA rewards include: (i) an official certificate from ESAFORM; (ii) the opportunity to 

publish the graphical abstract on the ESAFORM website; and (iii) financial prizes of 500 / 

300 / 200 Euros, attributed to the Gold / Silver / Bronze winners, respectively. 

How to apply 
By email (Prof. Robertt Valente, robertt@ua.pt) with the subject “ESAFORM BCA 2025”, 

including your graphical abstract and your CV until March 7th, 2025. In a second step,  the 

shortlisted candidates will be asked to send their videos in due time.
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